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â€œ[Robert Bly] is . . . the most recent in a line of great American transcendentalist writers.â€•â€•New

York Times Selected from throughout Robert Blyâ€™s monumental body of work from 1950 through

the present, Stealing Sugar from the Castle represents the culmination of an astonishing career in

American letters. Bly has long been the voice of transcendentalism and meditative mysticism for his

generation. Influenced by Emerson and Thoreau, inspired by spiritual traditions from Sufism to

Gnosticism, his vision is â€œoracularâ€• (Antioch Review). From the rich, earthy simplicity of Silence

in the Snowy Fields (1962) to the wild yet intricately formal ghazals of My Sentence Was a

Thousand Years of Joy (2005) and the striking richness and authority of Talking into the Ear of a

Donkey (2011), Blyâ€™s poetry is spiritual yet worldly, celebrating the uncanny beauty of the

everyday. â€œI am happy, / The moon rising above the turkey sheds. // The small world of the car /

Plunges through the deep fields of the night,â€• he writes in â€œDriving Toward the Lac Qui Parle

River.â€• Here is a poet moved by the mysteries of the world around him, speaking the language of

images in a voice brilliant and bold.
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Bly has such such a massive body of work as a writer, translator, and editor that collecting all of it

can be daunting. "Stealing Sugar From The Castle" offers a relatively concise and well-chosen

collection of his highly imaginative poetry spanning his long career. As either an introductory volume

to his poetry or a pack-along book to satisfy a mobile jones for poetry that demands the reader



remain flexible and open to virtually limitless leaps of imaginative virtuosity, this is the book to get. If

you get only one book of Bly's poetry, this is the one I recommend you buy.

Great book by an amazing poet, Bly's last collection is truly a treasure and definitely worth the price,

strongly recommended by this fellow warrior poet...

It's my bedtime story book.......beautiful, meaningful way to go to sleep and wake for a new day with

an alert mind to all the worlds.

I love this collection! Very good selection, and gives an overview of his poetry. Loved the latest

poems too.

Love the book. Been waiting for it to come out. SOOOOOOOO glad I could find it on .
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